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stuff we love...

DALLAS WITH A GREEN THUMB

our collection of people, places
and all things fun and functional

Stargaze With a Singing Astronaut
Power down and look up this autumn, as the Dark Sky
Festival returns to Jasper, Alberta, from October 17–26th.
The Canadian Rockies cradle one of the world’s largest dark
sky preserves. Peaks, ice fields and stunning lakes — often
turquoise-colored from glacial melt-water — earned UNESCO
protection 30 years ago. Now the region’s turning up its star
wattage, as Colonel Chris Hadfield joins the festival lineup.
The first Canadian to float freely outside the atmosphere,
Hadfield spent almost five months captaining the largest
spaceship ever built, the International Space Station. He
shared the journey with a million Twitter followers, and his
fame supernova-ed last year when he played himself offstage
with a zero-gravity cover of David Bowie’s Space Oddity.
Hadfield will strike a chord again in Jasper, giving the

keynote speech (backed by his band, The Free Radicals).
Other highlights include an outdoor symphony, deep-sky
telescopes and a partial solar eclipse. After the gala, stroll — or
take a carriage ride — to Pyramid Island. Trails, marked by
scarlet votive candles,
form a red carpet
for astronomers. But
nothing outshines
the event’s star turn:
constellations reflected
on the tranquil waters
of Western Canada.
				

—Amanda Castleman

www.jasper.travel/dark-sky-festival-2014

Mega-Savings
Travelgirls love to fly, but we also love to save money.
A recent study by DePaul University found that travelers can save up to 80 percent on trips between 100500 miles — by taking an express bus service such
as Megabus.com. Maybe you’ve seen the new fleet
of double-deckers on the highways, with “One Buck
Chuck” plastered on the side of each amenity-filled
bus. Power outlets, free Wi-Fi, clean restrooms and 3point harness seatbelts make for a safe and productive
journey, and it’s probably why city-to-city bus service
has become the fastest-growing transportation trend
in the USA. It’s almost like “flying” on the highway
— without airport lines or airline prices. Your first
checked bag is free, and just like with the airlines,
pricing can vary by passenger. It’s true — fares start at
$1; plan ahead for the cheapest seats. Travelgirl tip: If
you’re traveling a route with reserved seating, get the top
forward seats and watch the world pass by while someone
else is doing the driving! —Stephanie Oswald

They do things big in Texas, and if you’re a gardenloving travelgirl headed to Dallas, put the 66-acre
Dallas Arboretum on your must-see list. Just strolling
through the dozen-plus separate
gardens is worth a visit alone, but
there’s so much more going on.
The Arboretum hosts a major
festival every season, and a
concert series in the summer on
a huge sloped lawn overlooking
White Rock Lake. In honor of this
inaugural year of Rory Meyers
Children’s Adventure Garden,
there are
tons of activities and
educational programs
planned for children
all year. Visitors have
their choice of several
dining options,
including casual fare
at The Café on the Green, the Lula
Mae Slaughter Dining Terrace and the
Children’s Garden Café. For a more elegant
experience, go to Restaurant DeGolyer,
where you can enjoy a seated three-course
tea with a menu that changes every season.
Coming up in the fall, you can view 50,000
pumpkins and 150,000 autumn blooms. —Jan Schroder
www.dallasarboretum.org

www.megabus.com

The
Best
Vest

With more pockets than a group of kangaroos, the new RFID-Blocking
Vest from SCOTTeVEST can hold my iPad, iPhone, glasses, camera, keys,
water bottle, passport and then some in its 18 easy-to-access pockets.
Some of the pockets even have access to each other so you can connect
and charge your devices. But the best feature of this lightweight, stylish
vest is the RFID-blocking technology that thwarts high tech skimmers
from stealing your identity by accessing information on your credit card,
passport or cell phone, an increasingly common occurrence. Last year
7.1 million Americans had their smartphones hacked. Wear this vest and
odds are you won’t be one of them. The machine-washable women’s vest
comes in black, red, khaki and gray.
		
—Jan Schroder
$135
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www.scottevest.com
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